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Turkey over to destruction; the peace-treaty of Sevres had
sounded her death-knell and officially sanctioned her dismem-
berment. The weak Sultan Mehmed Vahideddin could see
no other way of saving his position as Caliph of Islam than
blind obedience to the will of the victors. Turkey in fact was
dead and buried, and her worldly goods had been divided
up amongst the delighted heirs.
Then a name began to be whispered in the chancelleries of
Europe. A former Turkish officer appeared to have got
together a few deserters from the disbanded Turkish army
who had been running wild in the mountains as brigands,
and had formed them into bands with which he was harassing
the Allied troops in guerrilla warfare. These undisciplined
hordes had of course no military importance, nor was there
any need for disquietude.
Later it appeared that these bands of brigands were an
organized army, sprung from nowhere. They were not
entirely without military importance after all; but there
could of course be no question of a serious threat to the Greek,
Italian, British and French interests.
Then suddenly the French found themselves forced to
retreat from Asia Minor; and the Italians were obliged to
refrain from any hostility against the Turks. Without warning,
the leader of the Turkish insurgents arrested a number of
Allied officers, who had gone to Turkey for the purpose of
supervising the country's disarmament, and declared that he
would hand them over only in exchange for the Turkish
statesmen who were interned in Malta; he soon got his way
over that little detail. The Greek troops began to suffer a
succession of reverses at the hands of the Turkish insurgents.
As these insurgents turned out to be a proper, organized,
if small army, they commanded increasing respect from their
adversaries and were referred to as 'nationalists' instead of
'insurgents', the name of their leader being mentioned with
daily increasing concern in the chancelleries of Europe. They
were now aware too of the part the man had played in the